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Ingram Collection 

In the summer of 2003 I finally decided to order a small fixed bladed pocket knife from a maker that I had on my list 
for several months. Various discussion forums and visits to Gene Ingram's website had convinced me that it was 
time to try one of his knives. At the time he had a simple website with around a dozen models shown, most some 
form of a droppoint hunter pattern, but I kept seeing other designs that he had done and one, a short fixed pocket 
knife, pushed me over the edge. I sent Gene an email and requested a small knife with green jigged micarta scales. 
Never in my imagination did I even consider where this little knife would lead. 



Pocket 
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This little fixed pocket knife simply stunned me upon its arrival. It was simple but somehow just perfect. Gene's grind 
lines were exceptional, the knife was shaving sharp out of the box, and the sheath was just right. It took up 
residence in my pocket that day and turned out to be about the handiest little knife I had ever owned. The two finger 
grip turned out to be comfortable and secure for all the applications I called upon for a pocket knife and its superior 
sharpness and quick availability kept reminding me of Gene's other knives. 


Two weeks after the little pocket knife arrived I sent Gene a note asking about a larger traditional droppoint and 
fortunately for me he happened to have a 4" #6 Droppoint ready to go. This one had been finished with Steller's 
SeaCow bone handles, a handle material that I was completely unfamiliar with, but his photo made it look nice. A 
few days later I opened another box and that turned out to be the start of something good. 



Standard #6 Drop Point 

Not long after this package arrived I received the Naked Pocket with a coined edge. This little knife has become part 
of one of my pocket kits. This thin sharp knife is perfect for inclusion in small shirt pocket sized kits. It is not quite as 
easy to use as the version with scales but its thinness makes it far easier to include in a small kit and the worked 
edge contributes to a secure hold. 
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Naked Pocket 

By this time, I was hooked on both his workmanship and the SeaCow. I went back to his site and dreamed up a 
combination pair. I really liked the look of his #1 Skinner pattern (4" blade) and wanted to pair that with a small 
droppoint. I choose his #4 droppoint, a 2.5" bladed knife with thin scales. I asked Gene for some sort of combo 
sheath design and he pointed to M. H. Cole's The Skinning Knife, an excellent, privately printed book of this great 
pattern. We found a spine-to-spine sheath example in this text and I again wanted SeaCow bone for the scales. The 
little #4 also came with a standard pouch sheath to add to the versatility. 



#4 Drop Point and #1 Skinner Spine-to-spine sheath and standard pouch for #4 DP 

At this point I should have been pretty well set up with pocket knives, a pair of droppoints in a nice diversity of sizes 
and that Skinner. However I really wanted a short but solid wharncliffe to use for a number of my leatherworking 
projects. This resulted in the Pocket Wharncliffe with 2" blade. On a roll, I again chose SeaCow bone. 



Pocket Wharncliffe 

Gene, by this time had added a few additional designs to his lineup, and one that again caught my eye was his 
SLK...Slick Little Knife. By this time I knew I had enough knives, but had always wanted to have a neck knife that I 
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could actually carry and use. Sheath design for most neck knives, to me, had always made them essentially useless. 
The sheaths would swing out from the body as you moved or twist around, or the neck cord would dig in or pull out 
neck hair...something was always going wrong. Years earlier I had thought up a neck sheath design with my own 
braided neck thong and asked a couple of knifemakers if they could do it and no one seemed interested....so I 
figured, I would ask Gene. He said "send me the ideas and the leather thong and I will do what I can." Well I braided 
up my neck thong, and drew out the sheath idea and ordered a SLK in green bone. 



SLK with Neck Sheath Schwert braided kangaroo thong on Ingram neck sheath pouch 

And wow, was I ever pleased. The long thong could be tucked in my belt to prevent the sheath from swinging or 
twisting, the flat wide braid was comfortable on my neck; the tunnels (Gene's idea) allowed me to custom place the 
sheath on the thong. And the little droppoint SLK was a handy and comfortable sized knife to wear as a neck knife. 
About as perfect as I could have ever asked. 


About the same time I decided that my droppoint series needed a mid range size, so I ordered Gene's #5, a 3" 
droppoint again in SeaCow. I choose a cross draw sheath for this one and it turned out that I could interchange it in 
the spine-to-spine combo sheath with the #1 Skinner. 



#5 Drop Point 
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This gave me a spectacular Seacow series of knives in a wide range of sizes and carry options. 


This SeaCow series would have one more addition. The standard 4" bladed #6 droppoint was about my favorite 
knife for my outdoor activities, but I really wanted to see how it would perform in a slightly longer version. I ordered a 
long #6, a 5" bladed version and again chose SeaCow bone. 



Long #6 Drop Point 

For comparison of these excellent droppoints. I generally prefer the standard 4" version for most all around work, but 
every-once-and-a-while the extra length is nice to have. 



Long and Standard #6 Drop Points 

While this one was on order, an email arrived out of the blue from Gene. It had a photo of a new idea. While I 
thought my SLK with braided thong was just perfect, my braid had apparently sparked a bit of creativity in Gene's 
mind too. He had designed two 3" droppoints with a series of holes drilled around the handle. He asked if I could 
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braid some sort of pattern that would serve as a handle. My answer was an immediate yes...even though I had no 
idea what I was going to do on the handle. Once the blades arrived I pulled out my Bruce Grant Encyclopedia and 
started trying out edge braids. It took me quite a while but I finally settled on an eight-plait braid pattern in two-strings 
that seemed to work quite well. This was the Lacer knife, one of which was mine and one which is Gene's. (Note: I 
do have a slight financial interest in future sales of the Lacer, Gene pays me to lace them.) 



Lacer 

All the leather work I had been doing over the past few months for the SLK and Lacer, pointed out a deficiency in my 
tool box. I really wanted a long-handled, short-bladed wharncliffe to trim leather. I ordered a #4 wharncliffe from 
Gene. He wanted to try 3/32" S30V with a shallow hollow grind. That sounded perfect to me and it has turned out to 
be my most used Ingram to date. Once it arrived it slipped perfectly in my daily wear vest pocket and has become 
not only my leather working knife but my daily use knife. I use it to open packages, slice fruit for lunch, trim leather, 
open coffee bags, destroy CD's that I am discarding, and a host of other things. Having it right in my vest pocket 
make it faster to acquire than any pocket knife or belt knife, and its slim unobtrusive shape and beautiful aged Elk 
scales make it a highly acceptable carry knife. 



#4 Wharncliffe 

Gene had been doing some beautiful Bird and Trout knives and I decided to have him make a slightly wider handled 
version with aged ivory paper micarta. This knife is really a joy to use, the thin S30V makes for a perfect fishing 
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companion and a handy kitchen knife also. 



Bird and Trout 

From the very beginning of my looking at Gene's work, one of his designs kept catching my eye. He called it a small 
utility hunter, with a unique slightly upswept point that has a reverse-tanto look but it really is just a sharp tapered tip. 
This one was one of Gene's "Available" knives that he posted on his website....it took me about 4 seconds to send 
him an email...this one just seemed to have my name on it. This one was done in 3/16" A2, my thickest Ingram and it 
is now my favorite "tinder maker" and field collection tool of any of my knives. The thickness and sharpness make for 
a great splitter of small stock and shaves nice curls, it is also perfect for scraping cedar bark for tinder nests, and for 
collecting resin saturated wood. 



Small Utility Hunter 

Another new knife that Gene designed was his EDC. This is an excellent sized droppoint with a good 4 finger grip. 
This one has been on my belt since its arrival. This made for a perfect sized travel knife. Perfect for picnics of 
cheese, sausage, and bread; excellent for cutting literature pieces for my travel journal, and perfect for just about any 
other daily tasks. 
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EDC 

And the next-to-last piece, which arrived recently, a custom Dirk with Ivory scales. This one resulted from a picture 
that Gene sent me of a similar knife he had made early in his career. The asymmetric double edge, is a design that I 
have always been attracted to, even though nearly all my knives are more practical single edge designs. I really 
wanted this one with really no good reasons...but Gene delivered a superior example of this style. The grinds are 
perfectly matched and mate at each corner with precision. The preban Elephant ivory is simply beautiful to look at 
and to hold. A pancake leg sheath for wear with my kilt along with a standard pouch sheath rounded out the 
package. 



Dirk 

This small GWB pocket knife arrived just last week and I can already tell it is going to be one of my favorites. It is 
only 6" long overall but the grip is 4-fingers wide and the thin, more tapered droppoint blade is very handy. Gene 
supplied this with a cowhide pocket sheath that he laminated with pigskin...very nice. 
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GWB Sambar Stag and D2 


This image is for comparison of the smaller pocket knives I have. Each of these offers an exceptionally handy and 
sharp blade. These small fixed pocket knives are not easily found in most makers line. Their incredible usefulness 
makes them among my favorites of Gene's knives. The Naked Pocket has found a permanent home in one of my 
medium sized pocket kits, a vast improvement in the usual choice of sharps for small kits. The SeaCow Wharncliffe 
or Pocket with micarta are generally my pocket knife of choice. 



Four smalls Pocket Wharncliffe, Pocket, Naked Pocket, and SLK 


Favorites...! hate to list them but I know you will ask... 


My favorite all-around outdoor use Ingram would have to be my standard length #6 Drop Point. This knife fits my 
hand perfectly and the length and balance of this knife is just exceptional. If I had to give away all but one Ingram 
this is the one I would keep. You may have noted that most of my knives have Gene's finger grip handle. He also 
does a more straight handle for those that prefer that sort of grip, but for me, if I can get his curved handle that is 
what I order. 


For daily indoor/work use the #4 Wharncliffe with Elk Antler certainly sees more use time than any other piece in my 
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collection. Partly because I carry this in my upper right vest pocket it is just "there" any time I need a knife. It gets 
first call for all daily tasks where a belt carry or a pocket carry would be slower to use. The blade shape and size 
make it perfect as a daily carry knife. I generally have either the EDC or one of the pocket versions too, but when I 
have my vest on, the #4 answers the call. I cannot think of a better "craft" knife than this design. If I had to have only 
one Ingram it would be difficult to let this one go.so I would not....I would have to have two. 


Overall Observations 


Gene is a superior knifemaker....really a craftsman in all senses of that word. It is quite apparent that he puts every 
bit of himself into the knives he makes. His blade work is precise and beautiful and has the sort of soul that I desire 
in my knives. His sheath work is solid and superbly functional but at the same time following simple time tested 
patterns using quality leather. His creativity and willingness to work with his customers should be an example to all 
custom makers. Every single knife that I have ordered from Gene has arrived at or before its predicted delivery date, 
and sharp....far sharper than many custom knives that I have received from other makers. I find a few strops on a 
loaded leather strop are all that I require to put an Ingram into service and mostly all that is required to maintain it. 


Collaborating with Gene on the Lacer has been a highlight in my life. I never expected my braiding to spark any 
interest, and having a few of these knives in use has pleased me greatly. I imagine that a few more of his pieces will 
make their way to me over the coming years. Gene is the only knife maker from which I have ever purchased more 
than 4 knives. His work somehow just fits my idea of how knives should be made, and his work ethic is exceptional. 
His work is also quite economical in the world of custom knives. I highly recommend his work. 


Number 17....coming soon. 


Last week Gene Ingram answered a couple of questions I had ask him in an email and casually attached a photo 
from his most recent work. My eyes nearly popped out of my head when I opened up the image....he had done a 
slip-joint. A couple of days later I had the prototype Sod Buster pattern in hand. What a knife. I instantly placed my 
name on his call list for one of these. 
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Sod Buster prototype 

Here is what he told me about this project: 


I carried a 7 X 3 fixed blade early on when I started needing more than a pocketknife. Somewhere along the way I 
bought a Schrade 51OT, and then a friend gave me a Gerber Magnum folder. The big folders were more compact 
than the fixed blades and I got stuck on them to the point that when I could, I carried a big German Eye Sodbuster in 
my pocket. The itch to make a folding knife came before the specific model, and when I started trying to decide the 
model I bought a used copy of Steven Dick's The Working Folding Knife. He has a paragraph or so on the Sodbuster 
where he says two things that reminded me how nice these big knives are.... Sodbusters originated as a German 
farmers tool to do much what your Uncle did with it...everything. The other was that these big work knives needed 
strong springs that in effect negated the need for a lock...the only downside being they were somewhat difficult to 
open. I started to carry all the big folder models I owned, and me and the Sodbuster found the old path again. I've 
been carrying it for months, and it really shines. I think anyone who takes time to look past it's size and Delrin cousins 
will enjoy using it.... for everything. 
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Black linen micarta and D2 Sod Buster prototype 

This large slip-joint has a good strong spring with excellent snap and perfect fit and finish. The prototype was not 
sharpened. It has a nice half-stop pause and really balances nicely in the hand. This was done with a 3.5" blade 
and nickel-silver liners. He is likely going to do a 3" version possibly with titanium liners. Either way, I am getting 
one. 



Sod Buster 3.5" bladed version in hand 

Number 17.... Here!. 


The original prototype posted above turned out to be the one I got....returned sharpened and a pleasure to use. 
Some action shots can be found in my Kelly Kettle article. 
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Sod Buster 3.5" 
Resources 


Gene Ingram's website can be found here 

Models and Specifications 

1. Pocket Droppoint, 1.5", 5/32" D2, Jigged and Beaded Green Micarta 

2. #6 Droppoint (standard), 4.25", 5/32" D2, Steller's SeaCow Bone 
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3. Naked Pocket, 1.5", 1/8" A2, steel scales 

4. #1 Skinner, 4", 1/8" D2, Steller's SeaCow Bone 

5. #4 Droppoint, 2.5", 1/8" D2, Steller's SeaCow Bone 

6. Pocket Wharncliffe, 2", 5/32" D2, Steller's SeaCow Bone 

7. SLK, 2", 1/8" D2, Jigged Green Bone 

8. #5 Droppoint, 3", 1/8" D2, Steller's SeaCow Bone 

9. Long #6 Droppoint, 5", 5/32" D2, Steller's SeaCow Bone 

10. Lacer, 3", 5/32" D2, Kangaroo Lace 

11. #4 Wharncliffe, 2.5”, 3/32" S30V, Aged Elk Antler 

12. #3 Bird and Trout, 3.25", 3/32" S30V, Aged Ivory Paper Micarta 

13. Small Utility Hunter, 3.5", 3/16" A2, Beaded Green Canvas Micarta 

14. EDC, 2.5", 1/8" D2, Jigged Green Bone 

15. Ivory Dirk, 4", 5/32" D2, Preban Elephant Ivory 

16. GWB, 2 3/8", 7/64" D2, Sambar Stag 

17. Sod Buster, 3.5", 1/8" D2, Black Micarta scales 

Post-scriptum: 

Version 1.0 Inception 6/01/2006 

Version 2.0 Photos 6/19/2006 

Version 2.1 Sixteenth added 8/14/2006 

Version 2.2 Seventeen added 6/28/2007 
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